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New Haven Reads, founded to “share the joy and 
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Welcome to our 10th Annual Spelling Bee !
New Haven Reads continues to be a bright spot for our families 
and our community and we could not do it without your help! At 
the start of the pandemic, we moved our programs online and 
I am glad to share that we are now offering both in-person and 
online programs to almost 250 students every week. We could 
not transform the lives of so many children without the dedicated 
support of almost 200 community volunteers. Students are 
reaping educational benefits at a time when educational gaps are 
widening. We are distributing books through our Book Bank and 
through other organizations, schools, and food pantries across 
our region. Together, we are creating a community of readers! 

Enormous thanks to everyone who helped us to plan this 
year’s Bee. Special thanks go to Ray Andrewsen, our Emcee this 
evening, and Shana, our amazing Word Pronouncer. We are 
likewise very appreciative of our generous sponsors – please 
check them out and support them as they have supported New 
Haven Reads. 

We hope that you will stay connected with New Haven Reads. 
Please follow us on social media and we hope you enjoy the Bee 
this evening and spell well! 

Warmly,

We would like to thank the New Haven Reads Board of 
Directors for their support for the Spelling Bee
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William Reese Company

Americana, Voyages & Travel
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Phone: (203) 789-8081

Fax: (203) 865-7653
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NEW HAVEN READS COMMUNITY SPELLING BEE RULES
1. Smile and have FUN!

2. Each team will consist of three members, including a Captain. The 
Captain is the designated speller for the team.

3. Words to be spelled will be drawn from the Spelling List.

4. In the event of an unbreakable tie for first place between two teams, 
words will be selected from a “Stinger List” to determine a winner. This 
is at the discretion of the Judges.

5. Teams will compete in rounds called Swarms. Teams will remain in the 
swarm as long as they have spelled each word correctly.  The first word 
in each round is a warm up.  Eliminations will begin with the second 
word.  

6. During each swarm, the Word Master will present words for all eligible 
teams to spell collectively. The Word Master will pronounce each word, 
give its definition, use it in a sentence, and pronounce the word once 
more. Teams may ask the Word Master to pronounce the word one 
additional time, but no more.

7. Teams will be given 20 seconds to collaborate on the spelling of the 
word. The clock will begin after the Word Master has announced the 
word and given its definition. The Captain may not begin to write on 
the whiteboard provided until time has begun. Captains are asked to 
please write the word as large and legibly as possible.

8. Captains must stop writing as soon as the Official Bee Time Keeper 
indicates that time is up. Teams may be eliminated if they add to, edit, 
or erase their words once time is up.

9. Once time has elapsed, teams will display their whiteboards 
simultaneously, as directed. Judges will then determine which teams 
have correctly spelled the word and which have incorrectly spelled the 
word. The Word Master will spell the word aloud to confirm its spelling. 
Teams may not erase their whiteboards until the Judges and Emcees 
indicate all spellings have been approved. The Judges may ask a Captain 
to spell the word orally for clarification of the team’s intent. Teams who 
have misspelled the word will be eliminated from the swarm. Teams will 
turn over their name cards on the table when eliminated

10. The swarm ends when all but one team have been eliminated. Winners 
of each swarm will then be recalled for the Final Round, where the 
same rules will apply except teams can go out on the first word of the 
round.

11. Judges make final decisions on all questions. There are no appeals.

12. Don’t forget Rule #1!

SChedule of evenTS

6:00 pm      Team Registration and Reception

7:00 pm      Welcome & Introductions 

7:10 pm      Queen of the Hive kicks off the 
       New Haven Reads Spelling Bee

8:40 pm      Word Jumble

8:45 pm      Final Round

9:00 pm      Spelling Bee Trophy is awarded followed 
       by desserts, wine and beer

Word Jumble Rules

1. On stage, two teams of 4 volunteers will each hold 
letters facing them. Each participant will be assigned 
to one group.

2. When the judge says “go”, the volunteers will reveal 
their letters.

3. Competitors will try to be the first to create a seven 
letter word from the jumble of letters being held by 
the volunteers. Letters held by the volunteers must be 
in the correct order to spell the word correctly.

4. The winner from round one will participate in the final 
round. 

5. Audience participation is encouraged.
6. For round two, repeat round one format. The winner 

goes to the final round against the winner of round 
one.

7. For the final round, repeat the format with the winners 
of both rounds to determine an overall winner.
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6:30pm Zoom waiting room will open for participants

7:00pm  The Bee starts! 
Welcome and introductions from our Emcee
Thank you to our sponsors

7:10pm Warm up Game - NHR Trivia 

7:15pm  Round 1

Break - video from NHR

7:35pm Round 2
Break - NHR student testimonial

7:55pm Round 3 

8:15pm Winners’ podium 
Wrap up and goodbye 

8:30pm Close 

All times are approximate. 

If you are late to the Bee, you can join in the Kahoot at any time. 
The Kahoot game pin will always be visible on the screen.

Bee Schedule

Volunteer Testimonial
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Shana Schneider - Word Pronouncer
Shana is the founder of Fitstyle by Shana and the creator of 
the FITS.T.Y.L.E. Your Life™ approach to fitness, which helps 
you find time for fitness in your everyday life. As a workshop 
+ class leader, fitness educator and author, Shana has been 
featured in national magazines, websites and fitness blogs 
and is seen regularly on WTNH News 8. Prior to working on 
Fitstyle by Shana full time, she worked for over a decade 
holding several leadership positions at Yale University. She 
is an AFAA certified group fitness instructor and personal 
trainer and is licensed to teach Zumba Fitness. Shana holds 
a B.A. from Yale University and is known for doing leg lifts in 
line at Starbucks

Ray Andrewsen - Emcee
Ray Andrewsen is the Executive Director of the 
Quinnipiac Chamber of Commerce and formerly Director 
of Membership Services for the Greater New Haven 
Chamber of Commerce engaged in business development, 
partnerships benefits satisfaction, and community outreach. 
Previously he had been the General Manager and local 
morning radio voice on Quinnipiac University’s WQUN in 
Hamden for over 22 years. Ray has interviewed thousands of 
local and national guests. Under his direction WQUN served 
over 400 local advertisers, community and government 
organizations, religious and educational institutions, 
and non-profit groups every year. It was voted the New 
Haven area’s Best Radio Station as recently as the 2018 
CTNow reader’s poll. Ray has extensive civic experience 
having served on the board of directors of the Connecticut 
Broadcasters Association, Hamden Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, Christian Community Action, Interfaith 
Volunteer Caregivers, Schooner Inc, and he is a past PTA 
president of Ridge Hill elementary school in Hamden. 
Ray is currently the president of the advisory board of 
the Salvation Army of New Haven, serves on the board of 
Clifford Beers Clinic, operations committee of the Ulbrich 
Boys and Girls Club, member of the New Haven Rotary, and 
panelist on the Hamden Juvenile Review Board.Ray received 
the Hamden Citizen of the Year Award from the Hamden 
Elks, Notable Citizen of the Year Award from the Hamden 
Chamber of Commerce, Community Impact Award from the 
Quinnipiac Chamber of Commerce, and the Arnold Dean 
Award for Connecticut Broadcasting from the Franciscan Life 
Center in 2019. He has been a regular presence around the 
area having served as a moderator, interviewer, and emcee 
at numerous local events.



Players will join the Kahoot! during the event. We will give you all the instructions you need!
For each word, the Word Pronouncer will say the word, use it in a sentence, and define it.
Players will see the sentence with a blank for the word and four spelling options.
There will be 30 seconds per spelling question in which to choose an answer.
Players will choose one of four spelling options. Answers are locked in and can't be changed. 

How to Play

Play from anywhere with a 

Play solo or with others in your 

The event will be live on Zoom 

You'll need a second device to

play (cell, tablet, second screen) 

NHR will record and photograph 

     stable internet connection.

     home. There are no teams.

      the Bee

3 spelling rounds with  

Every player remains in the 

Joining late? No problem. The 

Prizes will go to the winners of

each round and overall winners.

      12 words per round.

      whole game. 

      game PIN will be on screen.

A L L  F U N D S  W I L L  S U P P O R T  O U R  O N L I N E  L I T E R A C Y  T U T O R I N G  P R O G R A M

B E E
R U L E S
Set-up The Bee

How to score

Each word is worth a maximum

of 1,000 points

Players are rewarded for

accuracy and speed 

There is only one correct        

       spelling for each word   

How to win!
Round Winners have the most
points at the end of each round
The Spelling Bee Champion will
have the most points across all 3
rounds 

Don't forget!
You will need a second device to
play. Remove autolock from your
second device.
NHR will host a live practice via
Zoom on 11/2 at 8pm
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York Hill Trap Rock
L. Suzio Concrete
L. Suzio Asphalt

L. Suzio Construction

Leading Connecticut Construction since 1898.

SU

ZIO-YORK HILL

SINCE 1898

Plants in Meriden, Wallingford, New Haven, 
Milford and Derby

www.suzioyorkhill.com

Main Number: 
203-237-8421

Toll Free:
888-789-4626

(888-SUZIOCO)



Volunteers are the heart and soul 
of New Haven Reads.

Thank You to our amazing volunteers!

For more information about volunteering, 
please go to www.newhavenreads.org



We are so grateful for everyone who has helped  
us make this virtual Bee such a success!

Huge thanks to:

Thank you to the New Haven Reads Board for their enthusiasm 
and support for this virtual Bee.

Special thanks to our early brainstorming group - Heather 
Calabrese, Annette Charles, Dorothy Hurt, Cindy Kissin, and 
Beth Miller.

All of the volunteers who helped us to develop this new, virtual 
format and helped us to rehearse. 

Bombas Socks for their generous donation of socks for tonight’s 
prizes

Shake Shack New Haven for donating gift cards as prizes for 
tonight’s winners

Swords into Plowshares Honey and Candles for their generous 
donation of honey as prizes for our winners

Jailene Garzon for sharing her design talents with us

All of our sponsors who continue to support the mission and  
work of New Haven Reads

YOU! For supporting the Bee and joining us this evening!
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Thank you to the New Haven Reads Board for their 
enthusiasm and support for this virtual Bee.

All of the volunteers who helped us to develop the 
virtual format and helped us to rehearse. 

Bombas Socks for their generous donation of socks for 
tonight’s prizes

Swords into Plowshares Honey and Candles for their 
generous donation of honey as prizes for our winners

Jailene Garzon (NHR alumna) for sharing her design 
talents with us

All of our sponsors who continue to support the mission 
and work of New Haven Reads

THANK YOU! For supporting the Bee and joining us this 
evening!



➢ Creating a vital downtown through Yale’s community investment program
➢ Supporting public school education through New Haven Promise
➢ Strengthening neighborhoods by helping Yale employees buy homes
➢ Growing New Haven’s biotech industry and the local economy

YYaallee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy

Contributing to a Strong New Haven onha.yale.edu



||  PPaappeerr  ||  PPllaassttiicc  ||  CClleeaanniinngg  SSuupppplliieess  ||  

19 North George Street, Meriden, CT 06451 
Phone: (203) 235-6391, Fax: (203) 237-4336 

or  visit our social channels 

is a proud sponsor of New Haven Reads!  

Thank you Russell Hall for 
supporting and sponsering 

New Haven Reads since 2016!





https://www.fitstylebyshana.com/


Bruce D. Jacobs
Steven D. Jacobs
Alison R. Jacobs

Richard L. Jacobs
 

Stanley A. Jacobs
In Memoriam

New Haven Reads 
is BEE-utiful



Yale New Haven Hospital is all abuzz 
about New Haven Reads spelling bee

Yale New Haven Hospital has been honored to care 
for this community for more than 185 years. We are 
proud to be part of a rich tapestry in which so many 
organizations work together for the entire community.

10957 (11/20)



Thank you to the New Haven Reads staff and 
 the wonderful volunteers for all you do!

Carol Bailey
Laurie Desmet

At Noble Wealth Advisors, we are passionate about using our knowledge and experience to 
provide advice and recommendations — acting as a guide and supporter of each and every 
one of our clients. We leverage our expertise to help clients and their families secure their 
futures and reach their goals. We proudly continue to support the New Haven Reads Spelling 
Bee and wish the best of luck to this year’s participants. Happy spelling!

WWW.NOBLEWEALTHADVISORS.COM  
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC 
321 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511 
203.784.7401  |  866.580.2853 
© JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC  •  MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC  •  REF. 161353-1120

Advice
noun  •  ad·vice \ d-’v s \
Guidance or recommendations concerning 
prudent future action, typically given 
by someone regarded as knowledgeable.

Writer’s Desk

Go to www.writersdesk.us to learn more about how great books and 
stories can turn students into confident thinkers and writers.

APPLAUDS NEW HAVEN READS FOR BELIEVING IN THE 

POWER OF STORIES TO CHANGE LIVES!

A Wrinkle in Time

o f  m i c e  a n d  m e n

The Joy Luck Club

the outsiders

An Online Writing Classroom



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Our Gold Sponsors | The Bee-lievers
Ruth Beardsley and Tom Sansone
Ruth and Tom have been longtime supporters of New Haven Reads. Ruth is a 
dedicated tutor for several years. She has also served on the New Haven Reads 
Board of Directors since 2015 and is currently our Board President. The CazBee 
Fund supports education-oriented nonprofit organizations, courtesy of funds 
from the estate of Carolyn J. Beardsley.

Our Silver Sponsors | The Bee’s Knees
William Reese Company
The William Reese Co. is among the leading specialists in the fields of Americana 
and world travel. It serves a large international clientele of collectors and private 
and public institutions in the acquisition of and the collection development of 
rare books and manuscripts. The Company also offers maps, photography, and 
letters. In addition to Americana, the Company maintains a large and eclectic 
inventory of literary first editions and antiquarian books of the 18th through 
21st centuries. https://www.williamreesecompany.com/

UBS
Your financial life encompasses much more than the current markets. It includes 
your goals for the future and how you want to live right now. At UBS Financial 
Services, we will work with you to help you understand how cash flow may 
impact saving for college and your retirement plans. How credit can work in 
concert with your portfolio strategy. And how protecting your assets today can 
preserve your legacy tomorrow. https://local.ubs.com/new-haven-ct/

Suzio-York Hill
For over 110 years, the L. Suzio Companies have been forerunners in high-way 
and residential/commercial construction and in providing Crushed Trap Rock 
and Ready-Mix Concrete products to the construction industry in Connecticut. 
All materials are tailored to the specifications of the job.  
https://www.suzioyorkhill.com/

The Russell Hall Company, Inc.
For over 150 years The Russell Hall Co. has operated with the philosophy 
established by its founder, Russell Hall, to sell honest goods at competitive 
prices. Located in Meriden, they are the area’s premier distributor of wholesale 
paper and plastic goods as well as cleaning supplies.  
https://www.russellhall.com/

Claire’s Corner Copia
Claire’s Corner Copia is a vegetarian restaurant serving New Haven since 1975. 
They serve organic, sustainable, kosher, vegan, and gluten-free dishes and are 
located at 1000 Chapel Street. https://www.clairescornercopia.com/

https://www.williamreesecompany.com/
https://local.ubs.com/new-haven-ct/
https://www.suzioyorkhill.com/
https://www.russellhall.com/
https://www.clairescornercopia.com/


Our Silver Sponsors | The Bee’s Knees
Yale Center for British Art
Founded by Paul Mellon (Yale College, Class of 1929), the Yale Center for British 
Art is the largest museum outside of the United Kingdom devoted to British 
art. Located in the final building designed by Louis I. Kahn, the Centerisa focal 
point for modernist architecture. It is free and open to all.  
https://britishart.yale.edu/

Our Bronze Sponsors | The Beekeepers
Carol Bailey and Laurie Desmet
Carol and Laurie are longtimesupporters of New Haven Reads. Laurie has 
served onour board and is currently our secretary. Laurie has been a tutor 
since 2014 and Carol has also volunteered support for NHR.

Nappo Wealth Advisory Group
At Nappo Wealth Advisory Group, we strive to be the highest standard of 
success in financial relationships. The measure of our success—and how 
we differentiate ourselves from other firms—lies in the strength of our 
relationships with you, supported by a foundation of trust and performance. 
Putting your financial needs first is at the center of who we are and what we 
do. https://advisor.janney.com/nappowealthadvisory/

Yale University Office of New Haven and State Affairs
The Office of New Haven and State Affairs provides support on economic 
growth, fiscal impact, public schools, youth, strong neighborhoods, and 
community outreach in the Greater New Haven area through various 
community groups, workshops, projects, and performances.  
https://onha.yale.edu/

Writer’s Desk
Writer’s Desk, an online writing classroom, is a fun, innovative new approach 
to online learning. We use great books and stories, rigorous exercises, and 
expert feedback to teach middle-and high-school students how to find their 
voice as exceptional writers. Explore the meaning of heroism through our of 
Mice and Men online course, or personal identity through our Outsiders online 
course. 

Yale New Haven Hospital
Yale-New Haven Hospital is a nationally recognized, 1,541-bed, not-for-
profit hospital serving as the primary teaching hospital for the Yale School of 
Medicine. The hospital’s two New Haven-based campuses include Yale-New 
Haven Children’s Hospital, Yale-New Haven Psychiatric Hospital and Smilow 
Cancer Hospital. YNHH’s York Street campus and associated ambulatory sites 
are Magnet-designated by the American Nurses Credentialing Center.  
https://www.ynhh.org/

https://britishart.yale.edu/
https://advisor.janney.com/nappowealthadvisory/
https://onha.yale.edu/
https://www.ynhh.org/


New Haven Reads 
10th Annual Spelling Bee
Friday, November 5, 2021
7:00 - 8:30 pm
#NHRSpellingBee
www.newhavenreads.org

Founded to share the joy and power of reading, 
New Haven Reads partners with the community 

to provide free one-on-one tutoring, educational 
family support, and a book bank to empower 

aspiring readers to master the literacy skills 
needed to thrive in school and life.

45 Bristol Street
New Haven, CT 06511

(203) 752-1923
www.newhavenreads.org

Want to volunteer?
Contact Natosha at volunteer@newhavenreads.org

Looking to donate books?
Email books@newhavenreads.org

Have a general question about our operations?
Email information@newhavenreads.org

Presented by UBS Financial Services

New Haven Reads

Seventh Annual Spelling Bee

Friday, October 19, 2018
7 - 9 pm

Yale School of Management

www.newhavenreads.org

#NHRSpellingBee

New Haven Reads, founded to “share the joy and 
power of reading,” increases the literacy skills of 
children to empower their academic success by 

providing individually tailored one-on-one after-
school tutoring, educational family support, and a 

community book bank, all at no cost to participants.

As one student’s mother said,
“New Haven Reads: It works!”

45 Bristol Street
New Haven, CT 06511 

(203) 752-1923
www.newhavenreads.org

Want to volunteer? 
Contact Keri at volunteer@newhavenreads.org 

Looking to donate books?
Email books@newhavenreads.org

Have a general question about our operations?
Email information@newhavenreads.org
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